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Dean Proctor, chief development officer at SSi Canada, asks Rankin Inlet council for a letter of support for Qiniq's
application to the CRTC. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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Rather than compete for Nunavut internet customers, Qiniq is connecting
with Starlink to bring in a ‘broadband revolution’ as its marketing lingo
claims.

“The mere availability of Starlink and the wide adoption of it is clear how
desperate there is a need for change,” said Dean Proctor, chief development
officer with parent company SSi Canada, to Rankin Inlet’s hamlet council
Monday, Aug. 26.

He was there as part of the consultation process for an application Qiniq has
made to the CRTC for funding, seeking a letter of support.

Qiniq has received no additional funding or assistance to improve broadband
in Nunavut since 2015, Proctor said.

“And there’s been no funding at all of any kind in Nunavut, substantial
amounts anyways, since 2016, so it’s long past due,” said Proctor.

With CRTC funding, Qiniq claims it can improve speed to 50/10 Mbps, grow
capacity with Starlink as its backbone until fibre is available, lower prices and
improve access to reliable, high-quality internet.

Qiniq has announced it is adding two Starlink Enterprise terminals in every
community and services will be moved over to Starlink in the next few
months.

However, that doesn’t mean Qiniq users will see the kind of data allowance
personal Starlink devices offer.
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“We have to pay for usage,” said Proctor. “Under the current pricing with
Starlink, we could never offer an unlimited package because it’s not unlimited
for us.”

To counter that, Proctor claims going with Qiniq would save on electricity
costs from Starlink.

But if and when fibre comes in, “obviously” Qiniq would use it too, with
satellite as backup, said Proctor.

Hamlet council passed a motion to support Qiniq’s application to the CRTC.
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Due to the NWT wildfires, Northern News Services has shut down its printing press but will continue to
deliver news through this website, including free PDF versions of our newspapers during this
extraordinary period. If you have any stories you would like to share, please contact us at
newsroom@nnsl.com.
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